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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

If you are interested in law enforcement, becoming a lawyer, or just want to learn more about the law, Introduction to the Law is a course you should consider.  This is an elective course for those who wish to learn more about the American legal system.  Topics will include the purpose of laws, the criminal justice system, the civil law (law suit) system, constitutional rights, juvenile justice, current law related issues and careers in the law.  Class activities will include discussions, guest speakers, reading, research, activities and simulations.
RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE:

Students have a great deal of interest in the legal system.  Required courses such as American Government and U.S. History touch on legal topics but do not have the time to cover theses areas in depth.  This class is intended for those who are interested in the subject of law, particularly criminal law and for those interest goes beyond the topics to consideration of a particular career.  This course also reinforces reading, writing, oral, and thinking skills taught in the required classes.
COURSE OUTLINE
Introduction to the Law 
	Areas of Study

	I.  Purposes of Law

     a.  Why we have laws
     b.  Types of laws and who makes them


     c.   Value conflicts created by laws


	

	II.  Crime

        a. Extent of crime in America

        b.  Crimes effects of victims

        c.   Causes of crime

        d.   Elements of crime

        e.    Categories of crime

        f.    Types of crime:  Larceny, Homicide, Hate, gangs


	III.    The Police

        a.  Attitudes toward police

        b.  Nature of Police Work

        c.   Investigation methods

        d.  Organization of police departments

        e.    Issues with police:  racial profiling, corruption, use of force, etc.

        f.  Types of police

        g.  Legal defenses to crime


	IV.           Criminal Procedure

        a.  Use of case law and precedents

        b.  Search and seizure

        c.  Interrogation and confessions

        d.  Exclusionary Rule


	V.
Criminal Courts and Trials

        a.  Federal and State Courts

        b.  Officers of the court:  judge, defense attorney, prosecutor

        c.  Arrest

        d.  Bail

        e.  Prosecutorial review

        f.  Plea bargaining

        g.  Probable cause hearing

        h. Conducting a  Criminal trial :  Opening statement to verdict

        i.  Jury selection

        j.  Rules of evidence

        k.  Pretrial motions



	VI.
Corrections

        a.  Purpose of punishment

        b.  History of punishment in the U.S.

         c.  Prisons

         d.  Alternatives to Prison:  probation, fines, other options

         e.  Capital Punishment


	VII.        Juvenile Justice

        a.  History of juvenile justice 

        b.  Difference between adult and juvenile justice

        c.  Steps in the juvenile justice system

        d.  Rights of juveniles

         e.  Juvenile corrections


	VIII.
Civil Law

        a.  Types of civil law

        b.  Tort procedure

        c.   Law Suit controversies

        d.   Law suit trial 



	IX.  Careers

         Various careers in this field will be covered throughout the course


SUGGESTED TEACHING STRATEGIES

I.
Lecture/Discussion
II.
Learning groups

III.
Student Presentations
IV.       Research
V.        Role Play/Simulations

VI.       Video and Audio selections

VII.      Reading and Writing Activities

VIII.    Guest speakers
ASSESSMENTS
I. Oral questions/answers

II. Written quizzes and examinations

III. Research projects
      IV.       Mock trials

RESOURCES

Textbook:  Croddy, Marshall, Bill Hayes, and Todd Clark.  Criminal Justice in America       
(3rd edition)  Los Angeles:  Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2000 (adopted 
2003)
Mock trials, supplementary readings from the media, and other activities acquired by teacher
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