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COURSE DESCRIPTION:


Advanced Placement United States History is an elective class for juniors that satisfies the U.S. History requirement for graduation and offers the possibility of college credit upon passing the AP test at the end of the year.  The course utilizes a college-level text, is fast-paced and is designed to enable students to be successful on the AP test.   In this course students will be required to master a broad base of historical knowledge and analyze it effectively on tests and assignments.  The course will improve students’ study skills, reading and writing abilities, organization, prioritization skills and critical thinking.

This course meets an a-g UC/CSU requirement

RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE:


AP US History offers a challenging, college-level alternative to the mandated United States History course for those students willing and able to transcend high school level work.  This course will greatly help in preparing students for further college-level work following high school.   

COURSE OUTLINE

Each teacher is required to submit the following course information, among other information, to the College Board.  A new instructor will be required to complete the process before the College Board will approve the course for that teacher at Paradise High . See course audit submitted and approved for the current instructor by the College Board in 2008 as well as course material distributed by the College Board for specific information about the course
SUGGESTED TEACHING STRATEGIES


See above
ASSESSMENTS

See above
RESOURCES

: Main Text: 

· David M. Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen and Thomas A. Bailey, The American Pageant, 12th ed. (New York, Houghton Mifflin, 2002)

Supplementary:

· Primary source documents are distributed as warranted by the current subject of study and as included in Document Based Questions assigned to students (see Assignments for specific DBQs assigned).  Instruction in analysis and interpretation of documents is ongoing.  Strategies include the “APPARTS” approach which encourages students to consider the Author, Place and time, Prior knowledge, Audience, Reason, The main idea, and Significance associated with each document.

· Jules R. Benjamin, A Student’s Guide to History, 9th ed., (Boston, Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004)

· Sidney Fine and Gerald S. Brown, editors, The American Past: Conflicting Interpretations of the Great Issues, vol. II, 4th ed., (New York, Macmillan Publishing Company, 1976)

· Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition and the Men Who Made It, 1989 reissue ed., (New York, Vintage Books, 1989)

· Tom Meltzer, Cracking the AP U.S. History Advanced Placement Exam, 2000-2001 ed. (New York, Princeton Review Publishing, 2000)

· Students in Our School’s AP US History Course, Talking Points, vols. 1 and II, (Our High School, printed each semester)

· Mel Piehl, The American Pageant Guidebook; A Manual for Students, 12th ed. (New York, Houghton Mifflin, 2002)

· Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States, 2003 ed. (New York, Harper and Row Publishers, 2003)
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