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Board Approved: 1995
DEPARTMENT:
Social Science
COURSE TITLE:
Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics



Grade Level:

12



Length:

One year



Number of Credits:
Ten Units




Prerequisites:

Semester grades of B- or above in AP U.S. 






History or A- or above in U.S. History-






Geography, Consent of the instructor
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This is a college level course that examines and analyzes the basic institutions of government:  the Congress, Presidency, courts, and the bureaucracy.  It will also study the Constitution, the philosophical underpinnings of our government and the processes by which people participate and policy is made.  Students will be taught how to complete college level reading and writing assignments to prepare them for the AP exam.  Honor grade points are given.  Many colleges and universities give students scoring "3" or better on the exam credit for their required lover division political science course.  Honor grades points are used for a "C" or better.
This course meets an a-g UC/CSU requirement

RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE:
AP courses provide a rigorous curriculum aligned with lower division college courses for students who are willing and able to do the work.  Research has shown that college students who have taken at least one AP course do better than those who do not, regardless of how they do on the AP test for a specific course.  In addition to being challenged with a rigorous curriculum, students learn how to take a college course by completing college level reading and writing assignments under the guidance of a high school teacher. Students who pass the AP exam can save themselves time and money as well.

AP U.S. Government and Politics is aligned with the Political Science class many students have to take.  It is a great way to be exposed to an AP level course while concurrently meeting a graduation and college entrance requirement.  It is intended for students who have taken AP U.S. History or who were very successful in regular U.S. History and wish a challenge.
COURSE OUTLINE

Each teacher is required to submit the following course information, among other information, to the College Board.  A new instructor will be required to complete the process before the College Board will approve the course for that teacher at Paradise High. See course audit submitted and approved for the current instructor by the College Board in 2008 as well as course material distributed by the College Board for specific information about the course
SUGGESTED TEACHING STRATEGIES


See above
ASSESSMENTS

See above
RESOURCES

Textbook: Janda, Berry, and Goldman, The Challenge of Democracy, Houghton Mifflin,  
2002
Supplementary Resources:  Current readings related to each unit will be selected by the 
teacher and distributed to each student
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